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REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska 
Des Moines 
October 12-15, 1932 
Summary of Information 


General Headquarters, Hotel Fort Des 
Moines. 

Iowa Headquarters, Hotel Savery. 
Reservations should be made early. 

Railroad rate, one and one-half fare. 
Be sure to get a certificate when 
buying ticket and have it validated 
at Conference Headquarters upon ar- 
rival in Des Moines. (See full infor- 
mation below.) 

Register at Conference Headquarters 
upon arrival and secure badge, pro- 
gram, ete., and remember to wear 
badge. 

A registration fee of $1.00 will be 
charged. 

Watch bulletin boards for library 
school and other announcements. 
Exhibits of book and library supply 
dealers, and binderies will be on dis- 
play on the Mezzanine Floor of Hotel 

Fort Des Moines and will be an at- 

tractive and interesting feature of 

the Conference. 

An amplifier will be installed in the 
ballroom of Hotel Fort Des Moines 
where the General Sessions will be 
held that those in attendance may be 
able to hear all that is said. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, librarian of 
the Des Moines Publie Library, chair- 
man of the Conference Program Com- 
mittee and of the General Local Com- 
mittee, has furnished the detailed in- 
formation regarding travel, hotels, and 
also the program from which the tenta- 
tive program has been made up. Full 
programs will be available upon reg- 
istration and may be ready in time to 
be mailed out in advance. 


Hotel Information 


Below is given a list of the hotels at 
which it is expected most of the dele- 
gates will stay. These are selected be- 
eause of their superior accommodations 
and the definite assurance made to the 
local committee as to rates and number 
of rooms available during the library 
conference. 


Headquarters for the conference will 


be at the Fort Des Moines Hotel, at 
which all general sessions, the confer. 
ence luncheon, conference banquet, and 
most of the sectional meetings will be 
held. Headquarters of the Iowa Library 
Association will be at Hotel Savery, of 
the Missouri Library Association, Hotel 
Fort Des Moines, and of the Nebraska 
Library Association, Hotel Kirkwood, 
The Minnesota and Kansas Library As- 
sociations have no special headquarters 
designated. 

Hotel Fort Des Moines—Tenth and Walnut 
streets. 125 rooms available. Rates: Single, 
$2.50 and up. Double, $3.00 and up, 

Hotel Savery—Fourth and Locust streets 
100 rooms available. Rates: Single, $2.00 and 
$2.50. Double, $3.00 and $3.50, 

Hotel Kirkwood — Fourth and Walnut 
streets. 70 rooms available. Rates: Single, 
2.50. Double, $3.50 and up. 

Hotel Chamberlain—Seventh and Loeust 
streets. 100 rooms available. Rates: § 5 
without bath, $1.25. Single, with bath, $1.50, 
2.00 and $2.50. Double, without bath, $2.00. 
Double, with bath, $3.00 and $3.50, 

Other excellent though smaller hotels are 
The Brown, The Victoria, The Franklin, and 
The Randolph, where good service and rea- 
sonable rates are assured. (Rates for these 
were given in the Quarterly for January-Febru- 
ary-March, 1932.) 

Write directly to the hotel of your choice 
for your reservation. 


Travel Information 


Delegates and dependent members of 


their families who attend the Regional 
Conference of the American Library 
Association to be held in Des Moines, 
October 12 to 15, have been granted a 
fare of one and one-half on the certifi- 
eate plan from the following territory: 

All points in Iowa, Kansas, Minne- 
sota, Missouri and Nebraska ; Julesburg, 
Colorado; Chicago, Illinois, from whieh 
the regular one way fare is 67 cents or 
more. 

1. Tickets at the normal one-way fare 
for the going journey may be bought on 
any of the following dates (but not on 
any other date) : October 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, and 14. 

2. Be sure when purchasing your 
going ticket to ask the ticket agent for 
a certificate. If it is impossible to get 
a certificate from the local agent, a fT 
ceipt for fare paid will be sati 
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and should be secured when ticket is 
purchase d. 

8. Immediately upon your arrival at 
the meeting, present your certificate to 
the endorsing officer, Esther I. Hughes, 
at the Conference Registration desk in 
Hotel Fort Des Moines as the reduced 
fare for the return journey will not ap- 
ply unless the required number of cer- 
tifieates is presented and validated. 

4. No refund of fare will be made on 
account of failure to either obtain a 
proper certificate, or on account of fail- 
ure to have the certificate validated. 

5. When your certificate has been val- 
idated, you will be entitled to a return 
ticket via the same route as the going 
journey at one-half of the normal one- 
way fare from the place of meeting to 
point at which your certificate was is- 
sued up to and including October 19. 

A total of 100 certificates must be 
presented to secure these rates. Please 
help others if you come to Des Moines 
by rail by asking for a certificate when 
you buy your ticket, even if you do not 
contemplate using it on your return 
trip. 

Those coming from the far west can 
effect a real saving by paying regular 
fares to Julesburg, Colorado, or some 
western Nebraska station and buying 
another ticket with certificate from 
there. Those coming from the east 
should buy tickets only to Chicago or 
St. Louis and get regular one-way tick- 
ets and certificates at these points. 

Those planning to travel by automo- 
bile travel ean secure helpful informa- 
tio by addressing Esther I. Hughes, 
chairman of Transportation, Des Moines 
Public Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 


Tentative Program 
} Wednesday Morning, October 12 
Registration — General Headquarters, Hotel 
Fort Des Moines, Mezzanine Floor. 
Wednesday Afternoon 
4:30—Tea, Library Commission Offices, State 
Historical Building. 
Wednesday Evening 
$:00—First General Session, Ballroom, Hote! 
Fort Des Moines, 
C. P. Baber, President Kansas Library As- 
sociation, presiding. 
Greetings from Dwight Lewis, Mayor of 
Des Moines. 
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John C. DeMar, President, Des Moines 
Public Library Board. 

Ruth Carson, President, Des Moines Li 
brary Club. 

Johnson Brigham, ‘‘Dean’’ of Iowa Li 
brarians. 

Address—‘‘The Library and the Commun 
ity,’’ Harry Miller Lydenberg, Assistant 
Director, New York Public Library, 
President, A. L. A. 

Address—‘‘The Community and the Li 
brary,’’ Mrs. Max Mayer, Director Jew 
ish Community Center, Des Moines. 

Informal Social Hour. 


Thursday Morning, October 13 
State Association breakfasts and business 
meetings at state headquarters. 
10:30—Meeting of representatives of Library 
Commissions, 
Thursday Afternoon 
12:00—Conference Luncheon, Ballroom, Hote! 
Fort Des Moines, E. Joanna Hagey, presid 
ing. (Speaker to be well known author of 
children’s books.) 
Round Tables (places to be announced later). 
Large Libraries, Charles H. Compton, St. 
Louis Public Library, chairman. 
Medium Sized Libraries, Mrs. M. L. Priteh 
ard, Fort Seott Publie Library, Kansas, 
chairman. 
Small Libraries, Helen Rex, Spencer, Lowa, 
Public Library, chairman. 
Children’s Librarians, Josephine Harring 
ton, St. Louis Publie Library, chairman. 
Hospital and Institutional Librarians, Ruth 
Carson, Des Moines Publie Library, 
chairman. 
Reference Librarians, Ada Hodgson, State 
Teachers College Library, Emporia, Kan. 
Trustees, Mrs. H. M. Carpenter, Jr., Monti 
cello, Iowa, chairman. 
Tea, Des Moines Public Library. 


Thursday Evening 
6:30—Dinner, courtesy of Hertzberg Birdery 
(to include Iowa Summer Library School and 

other library school dinners). 


Friday Morning, October 14 

Breakfasts — Teachers’ college librarians, 

Anna V. Jennings, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Kearney, Nebraska, presiding. 
Library commission workers. 

Second General Session, Sadie T. Kent, 
Southeast Missouri State Teachers College, 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, president, Mis- 
souri Library Association, presiding. 

Address—‘‘The Library’s Place in a Chang- 
ing World,’’ Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, li- 
brarian, St. Louis Publie Library. 

Discussion in which a city manager, a 
librarian, an officer of a tax reduction 
body, and a library user will take part. 


Friday Afternoon 
Luncheon—College librarians, Drake Univer 
sity Dormitory, followed by meetings of 
college librarians in Drake University 
Lounge, Anna V. Jennings, chairman. 


County Library Section—Ballroom, Hotel 
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Fort Des Moines, Ethel I. Berry, librarian, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota, Library. 
School librarians’ Round Table, Roosevelt 
High School, May Ingles, Omaha Technical 
High School, Omaha, Nebraska, chairman. 
Friday Evening 
Third General Session—Conference Banquet, 

Gilbert H. Doane, librarian University of 

Nebraska, presiding officer and toastmas- 
ter. 

Brief talks by the Honorable Dan Turner, 
Governor of Iowa; Mary Eileen Ahern, 
Alice 8, Tyler, Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, 
Jay N. Darling, Charles J. Dutton, and 
others, followed by an address by a 
prominent author to be announced later. 


Saturday Morning, October 15 
Fourth General Session— Ballroom, Hotel 
Fort Des Moines, Harriet Ann Weed, Su- 
pervisor School Libraries, Minnesota De- 
partment of Education, presiding. 
Address—Dr. Alfred J. Pearson, Drake Uni- 
versity, former Ambassador to Poland and 
Finland. 
Address—Mary Eileen Ahern, reminiscences 
and predictions, 
Saturday Afternoon 
Sightseeing. Visits to Des Moines libraries 
and to Iowa State College at Ames. 


On Wednesday afternoon, one of the 
conference speakers will broadcast 
over stations WHO-WOC and delegates 
may either see the actual broadeast at 
the. studio or listen to the program 
from loudspeakers installed in the 
Hotel Fort Des Moines and at the Iowa 
Library Commission Tea. 

Thursday evening those who wish 
are invited to the Drake University 
Municipal Observatory to view the 
stars through the huge telescope and 
hear them explained by Dr. D. W. 
Morehouse, president of Drake Univer- 
sity and a noted astronomer. Arrange- 
ments are being made for groups which 
wish to do, so to attend Des Moines 
theaters at special rates and see stage 
or motion pieture shows selected espe- 
cially for the library conference week. 

Dr. Pearson, who will be the speaker 
at the Saturday morning session, has 
just returned from a summer in north- 
ern Europe and will be able to give 
first-hand knowledge of conditions 
there. 

All the general sessions will open 
with musical numbers provided by the 
Musie Department of Drake University 
or the Des Moines public schools, with 
the exception of that on Wednesday 


evening at which a brief Columbus Day 
pageant will be presented by a group 
of Italian young people. 


Miss Ahern will be the guest of the 
conference, Dr. Bostwick the guest of 
the Missouri Library Association, and 
Alice S. Tyler the guest of the Iowa Li. 
brary Association. 


Among the prominent librarians who 
will take part in the program and who 
have not been mentioned above are 
Gratia Countryman of the Minneapolis 
Publie Library, Edith Tobitt of the 
Omaha Public Library, Frank K. Wal- 
ter of the University of Minnesota, 
Charles H. Brown of Iowa State Col 
lege, H. O. Severance of the University 
of Missouri, Purd B. Wright of the 
Kansas City Publie Library, Mrs. J. T. 
Jennings of the St. Paul Publie Li 
brary, Ruth E. Hammond of the Wieb- 
ita Public Library, Clara F. Baldwin 
of the Library Division of the Depart- 
ment of Education of Minnesota, Julia 
A. Robinson, Nellie E. Carey, Jane 
Morey, Anna May Price, C. B. Lester, 
of the Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Il- 
nois, and Wisconsin Library Commis 
sions, respectively. 

The Executive Board of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association has designated 
the joint meeting of the Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri and Nebraska Li- 
brary Associations to be held at Des 
Moines, October 12 to 15, 1932, asa 
Regional Meeting of the American 
Library Association. 





Message from the Hostess President 

The Regional Conference is at our 
door as the twelfth of October will be 
here in a very short time. 

The regular meetings of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association have always been 
helpful and enjoyable. The lowa i 
brarians and trustees are happy to share 
ideas and enlarge their circle of 
ships. 

This conference with four of our 
neighboring states will afford opportum- 
ties for wider contacts. These ; 
have similar library problems and will 
be able to offer valuable suggestions 9 
that our own institutions will take @ 
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more vital part in the life of our com- 
munities. 

As the entertaining state we have the 
responsibilities and the privileges of 
hosts and’ hostesses. We should feel it 
our pleasure to see that all our guests 
have a delightful time and meet others 
of congenial tastes and special problems. 

In this year of unusual leisure for 
reading, the work of the winter prom- 
ises to be heavier than ever before in 
the history of libraries. It behooves us 
to be prepared to meet the emergency. 
People are coming to libraries for help 
in solving their difficulties and for as- 
sistance in meeting new conditions as 
well as for inspiration and entertain- 
ment. 

The Des Moines meeting offers a 
splendid preparation and prelude for 
our winter if we make every effort to 
attend and bring a spirit of fellowship 
and friendliness. 

E. Joanna Hagey, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 





Iowa Library Association 

The treasurer calls attention to the 
fact that several libraries of the first 
class and more of the second have failed 
to pay their membership dues for 1932, 
and a few have not paid either 1931 or 
1932. 

This must be an oversight which we 
trust will be remedied at once. Such a 
list is not printed, but, if in doubt, con- 
sultation with the previous as well as 
the present list will show which libraries 
are delinquent. In some cases perhaps 
librarians have paid where the library 
has not. In any case, it will save time 
to have all dues paid before coming to 
Des Moines. 


Memberships Paid Between June 13 and 
September 10, 1932 


Albia Public Library 

Bloomfield Public Library 

urgess, Mrs. Helen A., Librarian, Onawa 
Carhart, Mrs. Frances D., Staff, Drake University 
Library, Des Moines 

Cilley, Lillie, Staff, 8S. U. I., Iowa City 

Clinton Public Library 

Colfax Public Library 

Davenport Public Library 

Davis, Lucile, Staff, Marshalltown 

Decorah Public Library 

Downer, Harry, Trustee, Davenport 

Eldora Public Library 

Goldberg, Ida E., Staff, Cedar Rapids 
Guenther, L. M., Trustee, Maquoketa 

Hagey, Mrs. FE. M., Interested Citizen, Cedar 
Rapids 
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Hampton Public Library 

Hertzberg Bindery, Firm, Des Moines 

Horton, Mary FE., Librarian, Manson 

Humeston, Mary W., Trustee, Albia 

Indianola Public Library 

lowa State College Library, Ames 

Laurens Public Library 

McCormick, Jean, Staff, Marshalltown 

MeRill, Laura, Staff, Marshalltown 

Manson Association Library 

Maquoketa Public Library 

Metcalf, Lois, Interested Citizen, Cedar Rapids 

Moffatt, Bessie, Librarian, Boone 

Morse, Helen, Librarian, Maquoketa 

Myatt, Mrs. Frances, Trustee, Maquoketa 

Oelwein Public Library 

Onawa Public Library 

Orwig, Louise, Staff, Des Moines 

Rockwell City Publie Library 

Sac City Public Library 

Sanford, Morris, Interested Citizen, Cedar Rapids 

Simpson, Ida M., Trustee, Maquoketa 

Struble, Virginia W., Staff, 8S. U. lL. lowa City 

Tipton Public Library 

Waffle, O. G., Interested Citizen, Marion 

West Branch Public Library 

Whiting Public Library 

Wilson, Lelia 8., lowa Library Commission, Des 
Moines 

Zelland, Blanche, Staff, Cedar Rapids 





County Library Committee Report 

Less than a month from the time you 
read this message you will, we hope, be 
in attendance at the FIVE STATE 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE. On Fri- 
day, Oetober 14th, at 2:30 P. M., will 
oeeur the County Library Round Table 
in charge of Ethel Berry of the Henne- 
pin County Free Library, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. At that meeting each state 
chairman must have in readiness the 
material representative of what her 
state has accomplished during the past 


year in promoting rural reading. 


Iowa has accomplished some things 
we know and we have heard from some 
as to what has been done. But UNTIL 
WE HEAR FROM THE REST OF 
YOU we cannot satisfactorily prepare a 
report. Perhaps, too, you have done 
something none of the rest of us have. 
If so we DO want to be able to tell 
others about it. 

This coming winter should see more 
readers in Iowa than ever before. If 
money is not available, and it is NOT 
in many places, perhaps some plan could 
be devised whereby material otherwise 
discarded could still be utilized. Neces- 
sity is frequently the mother of inven- 
tion so can’t some of us in Iowa invent 
something very helpful to pass on to our 
guest states? 

Plan to come. Plan to attend the 
County Library Round Table, but 
FIRST PLEASE WRITE US WHAT 
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YOU HAVE DONE. Let us make our 


part of the Round Table Conference a 
real inspiration. 
Mary E. McCoy, Chairman, 
County Library Committee. 





Publicity Committee Report 


The roll call of Iowa libraries for new 
publicity methods finds most of them 
head over heels in work, with circula- 
tion figures growing so fast that too sue- 
cessful publicity methods would be posi- 
tively dangerous. Whatever bad effects 
the hard times may have had, they have 
unquestionably been good for libraries. 
A larger proportion of the people in 
every town in Iowa is using the library, 
and if this interest can be kept alive 
until funds are again adequate, the 
problem of reaching every taxpayer 
with library books will be on the road 
to a solution. 

Vacation reading clubs for children 
seem to have been the most popular 
library activity during the summer 
months. Much ingenuity has _ been 
shown in the various libraries which 
have adopted the vacation reading plan. 
Mason City reports a butterfly club; 
Waterloo a stamp exchange in connec- 
tion with books; Reinbeck a book club 
with stars for those who read and pic- 
nies for those who persevere; Grinnell 
an elaborate scheme of reading for every 
grade, done in connection with the pub- 
lie schools, and carefully supervised; 
Sioux City a graded set of book marks, 
mimeographed inexpensively on attrac- 
tive colored paper; Cedar Rapids a 
travel club; Ames a reading program in 
connection with Camp Fire work. Clin- 
ton and Marion report clubs but do not 
tell just how they are managed. 


Cedar Rapids is having good success 
with a travel display, featuring books, 
folders from railway and steamship 
lines, and maps. Several libraries re- 
port increased interest in Reading with 
a Purpose books, and other aids to seri- 
ous study for those who have left school. 


There is doubtless much other inter- 
esting work going on in the state, but 
vacations have interfered with the send- 
ing in of reports from certain districts, 
so the publicity committee has no way 


of knowing what is going on there. 

Newspapers in small towns and jp 
large are uniformly generous in giyi 
space to news items about the local jj. 
brary. Some editorials have been writ. 
ten, and in some places the news stories 
are written by reporters who get the 
facts from their librarians. The 
port of the newspapers is a valuable 
asset to good library work in any com- 
munity. 

Your publicity committee is planning 
to have a display at the Des Moines 
meeting, and any libraries having post- 
ers or other exhibit material are asked 
to lend it to the committee. 


EveLYN Spencer Bray, 

J. SmiwneyY JOHNSON, 

Letrua M. Davipson, Chairman. 

The editor would like to add to this 

an item regarding summer activities at 
Boone which took the form of a Hobby 
Club in which the youngsters were al- 
lowed to read whatever they wished, 
regardless of what anybody else was 
reading. This club proved very popular 
as did also a continuation of the Stamp 
Collectors’ Club started last year. 


Membership in the American Library 
Association 


Library problems were never more 
pressing than they are today, nor can 
any of us afford to be ignorant of what 
is going on in the library world. Mem- 
bership in the A. L. A. is valuable to 
every member on the staff, as well as to 
the librarian and the board of trustees. 
If you have not sent in your member- 
ship dues, be sure to pay them at the 
State Meeting. The Bulletin is of real 





value to every librarian; it brings the 


best thought of the library world to you 
at a minimum cost. It has i 
greatly in interest and value in the last 
two years, and now that Public & 
braries is no more, the Bulletin is even 
more valuable than formerly. Look for 
the membership committee at De 
Moines and help us to inerease the 
of Iowa members. 

Mary B. HuMPHREY, 

Eva T. CANON, 

OpaL TANNER, 

Membership Committee for lowa. 
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Conference for Library Workers 

The program for this conference out- 
lined in the last number of the Quarter- 
ly was carried out with a few changes, 
one of these being that in the absence 
of Dr. Jessup, Dr. Shambaugh brought 
greetings from the University. 

The general theme of the conference 
was ‘‘Recreation Through Books,’’ and 
the first speaker on the program was 
E. Joanna Hagey, librarian, Publie Li- 
brary, Cedar Rapids, who spoke on 
“The Finest Sport in the World,’’ nam- 
ing a number of books in various classes 
which might furnish interesting partici- 
pation in this sport. 

Professor Sam B. Sloan of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa spoke on ‘‘The Long 
Novel and the Jazz Age.’’ He defined 
fiction as ‘‘a mirror in which age sees 
itself,’’ and remarked that the answer 
to why the ‘‘modern novel is so icon- 
oelastic, pessimistic, and sexy’’ is be- 
eause it is influenced by the background 
surrounding it and the post-war age 
which it represents. The short novel 
rests on the fallacy that human nature 
is a simple thing and inasmuch as hu- 
man nature is not simple there is no 
comparison in the skill required to pre- 
sent the life surrounding the characters 
of a short novel and that of a long one. 
He also added that all the great novels 
are long ones. This address was thought- 
ful and thought provoking, though all 
may not have agreed with Professor 
Sloan. 

Nellie E. Parham, librarian, Public 
Library, Bloomington, Illinois, spoke on 
“Tastes in Humor,’’ naming the various 
humorists from Euripides to the present 
time. Those in attendance were disap- 
pointed that Miss Parham left immedi- 
ately without any opportunity for any- 
one to meet her. 

At the evening session Dr. Arthur E. 
Bostwick, librarian, St. Louis Publie Li- 
brary, talked on ‘‘Seience as Reecre- 
ation,’’ reviewing the books which might 
furnish interesting reading in various 
silences. He stated that he doubted 
whether such books have a fair show in 
4 publie library as in the St. Louis Pub- 
lie Library the proportion of books on 
‘eienee included in the library and read 
8 not equal to that of other classes. 
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This address was followed by a social 
hour on the Sun Porch. 

On Saturday morning Edith Tobitt’s 
paper, ‘‘Is There Too Much or Too 
Little Reereational Reading?’’ was 
omitted because of her absence and her 
illness and the session did not convene 
until 10:00 o’clock. 

Professor M. F. Carpenter of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa spoke on ‘‘Under 
Twenty,’’ stating the lack of ability to 
read is the cause of nearly all failures 
in any subject and that literature is the 
only thing we get as we are supposed 
to get it. We cannot all of us see the 
originals of great paintings or hear the 
music as the great musicians played it, 
but we can read the writings of great 
writers and grow ourselves as we come 
in contact with these great souls for 
they leave their souls on earth. Profes- 
sor Carpenter feels that little can be 
done toward influencing older high 
school pupils to read for they acquire 
reading habits before the senior year, 
and students who come to high school 
as non-readers for the most part leave 
as non-readers. 

Professor Carpenter’s address was of 
great interest to librarians who deal 
with high school pupils and many of 
them detained him after the meeting to 
talk with him on the subject. 

Agnes Nestor spoke on ‘‘Reading 
After a Ten-Hour Day.’’ Miss Nestor 
stated that this is seldom done but that 
many working girls do read if books are 
placed within their reach, and that 
many factories maintain libraries for 
that purpose. She also gave examples 
of opportunities given to ambitious 
girls. 

Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, spoke briefly 
on ‘‘Should the Librarian Read for 
Pleasure?’’, stating that librarians 
should feel free to indulge in this recre- 
ation, knowing that by this pleasure 
they may become better librarians. 

Emma Felsenthal, Acting Director, 
Summer Library School, presided at the 
first session, Grace Wormer, Acting Di- 
rector, University Libraries, at the eve- 
ning session, and Marjorie Doud, In- 
structor in Book Selection, Summer 
Library School, at the Saturday morn- 
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ing session. The attendance was about 
140. Below is given the names of those 
outside the school who were present. 


Visitors from Out-of-town 

Mae ©. Anders, Public Library, Des Moines 

Mrs. A. Anderson, Library Board, Washington 

Evelyn Ashby, McKinley Junior High School Li- 
brary, Cedar Rapids 

Mrs. N. H. Baxter, Parkville, Mo. 

Johnson Brigham, State Librarian, Des Moines 

Grace Brownell, Coe College Library, Cedar Rapids 

Mrs. Frances Duke Carhart, Drake University Li- 
brary, Des Moines 

Mary 8. Davidson, Washington Senior High School 
Library, Cedar Rapids 

Eva Denny, Librarian, Washington 

Nannie P. Fulton, Librarian, Keokuk 

Edna Giesler, Circulation Department, Toledo, 
Ohio 

Mrs. Margaret Godfrey, Public Library, Washing 
ton 

Dorothy M. Higbie, Librarian, Cornell College, Mt. 
Vernon 

Lenna M. Huffman, Librarian, Marion 

Ida Hutchinson, Public Library, Muscatine 

Gladys B. Johnson, Public Library, Indianola 

Mrs. John Johnson, Des Moines 

Grace Ethyl Kemp, Teachers’ Reference Room, 
Jamaica, New York 

Mary E. McCoy, Librarian, Indianola 

Mrs. Florence MecKebbin, Ex-Librarian, Wesleyan 
College, Mt. Pleasant 

Kathryn P. Mier, Public Library, Davenport 

Amy W. Noll, J. J. Hill Ref. Library, St. Paul, 
Minnesota 

Mary L. Parsons, Cornell College Library, Mt. 
Vernon 

Betty H. Pritchett, Coe College Library, Cedar 
Rapids 

Helen Rex, Librarian, Spencer 

Grace Shellenberger, Librarian, Davenport 

Inis J. Smith, Simpson College Library, Indianola 

Frances W. Spears, Public Library, Keokuk 

Kathryn E. Spears, Teacher, Keokuk 

Ellen Stocker, Ex-Librarian, Muscatine 

Alice Story, Librarian, Marshalltown 

Norman J. Waffle, Marion 

Lucy P. Williams, High School Library, Blooming 
ton, Illinois 

Mrs. Frank Wilson, Library Board, Washington 

Harriet Zezula, Coe College Library, Cedar Rapids 

Professor Charles Keyes, Cornell College, Mt. Ver- 
non 

Mrs. Charles Keyes, Mt. Vernon 





List of Students, Summer Library 
School, 1932 


Bender, Emma Jane, High School Library, Perry 

Botts, Florence ©O., Librarian, Public Library, 
Bloomfield 

Burton, Lillian I., Shenandoah 

Chamberlain, Fern L., Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Christensen, Theresa C., University Library, lowa 
City 

Conley, Mary L., Assistant, Public Library, Mar- 
shalltown 

Cropley, Maryon E., University Library, Iowa City 

Dimity, Lois V., lowa City 

Draper, Esther E., Upland, Indiana 

Falberg, Gladys, Public Library, East Moline, Ili- 
nois 

Friest, Mrs. Faith P., Wisner, Nebraska 

Gullickson, Gladys, High School Library, Bricelyn, 
Minnesota 

Hall, Luanna G., Librarian, Ellsworth Junior Col- 
lege, Iowa Falls 


Hay, Helen M., lowa Falls 
Hilpert, Harriett E., Keokuk 
Hohenschuh, Mary H., University Library, lowa 


Ci 
actos, Mrs. Florence 8., Pasadena, Texas 


Houston, Blanche, Public Library, Little 
Arkansas , Bem, 

Jones, . Red ae ~ 

Judson, Virginia L., Public Library, St, Joseph 
Missouri : 

Kelly, Marie F., University Library, Iowa City 

Landsberg, Helene, Hinsdale, Illinois 

Latta, Kathryn, Librarian, High School and Junior 
College Library, Washington 

Lewis, Mrs. Katharine, Public Library, San Ay 
tonio, Texas 

Loyd, Wanda B., Waterloo 

Neil, Iola, Public Library, Boulder, Colorado 

Newlon, Mrs. Martha A., Librarian, Publie [Lj 
brary, Winterset 

Ortman, Caroline, Sioux Falls, South Dakots 

Peterson, Florence M., Balboa, Canal Zone 

Quandahl, Evelyn P., University Library, lows 


Cit 

eens Mrs. Kathryn W., Mt. Union, Pennsylvania 

Satterfield, Elizabeth, Publie Library, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 

Selleck, Elinor F.,. Onawa 

Senska, Frances M., University Library, lowa City 

Shultz, Mrs. Jennie S., Fontanelle 

Swisher, Fern E., lowa City 

Tarpley, Belva E.. Public Library, Danville, Ilinek 

Tehel, Irma M., Cedar Rapids 

Treman, Mildred L., Librarian, Public Library, 
Rockwell City 

Trobaugh, Mildred B., Avoca 

Watije, Alice M., Mondamin 

Webb, Fae A., Hibbing, Minnesota 

Willeutt, Donald K., Assistant, Public Library, 
Tipton 

Yinters, Jeannette, Municipal University Library, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Ziegenmeyer, V. Carol, Assistant, Public Library, 
Grinnell 





Book Week 


November 13-19 are to be the dates 
of Book Week for 1932. ‘‘ Books for 
Young America’’ is the central idea, 
This theme will be interpreted to in 
elude not only the many books about 
our country, fiction, biography, history, 
but also books of science, exploration, 
and modern information which give 4 
background of understanding about the 
world in which we live today. There 
will also be opportunities to arrange dit 
plays of books of local interest. 

The Louisa May Aleott centennaty 
also comes in November and will 
opportunity for featuring this author 
and her books. 

A new poster, ‘‘Young Americas 
Book Parade,’’ will be available and t® 
quests may be sent to the National Asse 
ciation of Book Publishers, 347 
Avenue, New York. 

The Iowa Library Commission ® 
usual will be glad to help in arranging 
programs and in the loan of 
posters, and other material. Begin 
with your plans. 
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Page the Janitor! 
By Winifred Lemon Davis 


Someday, perhaps, there will appear 
in library literature such titles as ‘* The 
ideal Janitor,’’ ‘‘What the Librarian 
May Expect of the Janitor,’’ ‘*‘What a 
Library Janitor May Expect of His 
Chief.’’ There will be also well-worked 
out schedules, duties, hours and a ‘‘tech- 
nique’? for selection and purchase of 
supplies. There will be a place on li- 
brary programs where the janitor’s 
services will come in for a full measure 
of discussion. © 

At present, the subject is a neglected 
frontier in library administration. Jani- 
tors seem, in many libraries, highly ap- 
preeiated as individuals. They range all 
the way from a handy man to the 
trained engineer; from the unhonored 
and unsung artist whose skill with tools 
ean add a desirable piece of furniture 
to the reading room, to the expert gar- 
dener who finds the care of grounds, 
shrubs, and rock garden an opportunity 
to indulge his hobby. In one instance 
there is a janitor devoted to the library 
itself, and quite as devoted to gold fish 
culture in the library’s spacious base- 
ment. This has grown out of the fact 
that the library has a sunken garden 
and pool. Not as a requirement, but as 
a fascinating study, this janitor has, 
through the use of books on the subject, 
made himself an adept in this field. 

Standardization in library janitor 
service should by no means deprive our 
libraries of these unique figures, and 
their unusual service born of devotion. 
It should, on the other hand, define and 
direct the work sufficiently that libra- 
man and janitor may together accom- 
plish the maximum for the library, and 
know that effort is neither lost nor 
wasted in the realization of accomplish- 
ment. Also, there are janitors a law 
unto themselves like Topsy in origin and 
general direction, who are not much 
hore than pensioners. For the unskilled, 
well-meaning but rather average person 
‘ppomted as janitor, as well as for the 
highly skilled, the librarian and library 

rd will find it ef great assistance to 
ve duties, qualifications and responsi- 


wy worked out and mutually under- 
stood, 
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What Arthur S. Gist says about 
school janitors in his Administration of 
an elementary school is applicable also 
to the library janitor. 

‘*The proper attitude of all has much 
to do with the degree of pride which the 
janitor maintains toward his work .. . 
Many cities have definite regulations re- 
garding the duties of the school janitor. 
Printed rules indicate the frequency of 
sweeping, dusting, mopping, oiling, win- 
dow-washing, setting the clocks, and the 
like. These regulations are doubtless de- 
sirable and even necessary, and yet 
nothing can supplant a fine working 
spirit, a sense of pride, and a feeling of 
responsibility toward the success of the 
school.’’ 

A study of the libraries in Wisconsin 
reveals the following arrangements or 
conditions : 

1. No janitor service, excepting some 
one responsible for the fires in winter 
and for a thorough cleaning of floors, 
walls, windows a few times a year. 

This is usually in the very small 
places where the library is a room in a 
store rented by the city, or in a eity 
building. Dusting and sweeping are 
generally done by the librarian or by 
some one whom she personally hires, a 
‘‘housekeeping’’ duty along with the 
straightening of the books on shelves 
and keeping things in order. 

2. Janitor service shared with another 
city institution, a church or office. The 
economy in this instance is the primary 
purpose. The library does not consider 
that there is sufficient work for a full 
time janitor, and a salary for full time 
work. 

The success of this arrangement varies 
according to the degree of directing that 
the librarian gives, the janitor’s own 
ability and sense of responsibility, and 
the arrangement of time, duties, and re- 
sponsibilities made by those who share 
the services. If this is a necessary ar- 
rangement, there should be a very defi- 
nite understanding between the two or 
more institutions. There should be no 
uncertainty in the mind of the janitor, 
nor should he be left to decide what are 
the more important things to do in each 
case. 
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Also, the control of the janitor’s 
duties and tenure should not be entirely 
directed by a board member who in his 
own business employs the janitor part 
time. 

3. Central heating doing away with 
eare of furnace. 

In some cases, the city janitor takes 
eare of the lawn, walks and windows, 
entirely under the direction of the city 
department ; the library often employs a 
woman, a housekeeper who does all of 
the inside cleaning. In a few libraries, 
this housekeeper has been given instruc- 
tion in the mending of books, and has 
taken over this work as a part of her 
schedule of duties. Where the city jani- 
tor service is not provided, the library 
employs by the hour or day at various 
times of the year as needed a boy or 
man available for such work. 

4. Full time janitor employed. 


According to the responses to the 
questions sent to various librarians, 
schedule of duties, directing of work, 
provisions of supplies, ete., differ great- 
ly. While there is a general feeling that 
the librarian should have more control 
in these matters, there is uncertainty as 
to how to take it over, since it has gone 
on for several years. 

That such a study is needed was ex- 
pressed by several to whom inquiries 
were sent. One librarian wrote: ‘‘I am 
glad that this matter is being given con- 
sideration, for it has given me more 
grief in public library work than every- 
thing else combined.’’ Another librarian 
and board members feeling the need of 
a code of rules for the janitor were re- 
buffed by the remark that he could not 
be bothered by rules made by a ‘‘ bunch 
of women.’’ ‘‘Nevertheless,’’ said the 
librarian, ‘‘it had a wholesome effect in 
more vigorous activity.’’ From another 
librarian: ‘‘I have often wondered why 
that particular difficulty (the janitor 
problem) was left unsolved when I was 
in library school. Since then I have had 
a world of experience along that line, 
and I have come to the conclusion that 
everything depends upon the kind of 
janitor that is employed and not so 
much upon the person who employs 
him.’’ 
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These and similar statements confirm 
the opinion that this is a field needing ag 
careful study as any other part of the 
library’s administration; and that the 
janitor may be an asset or a liability to 
the library. 

Librarians responding to the inquiry 
concerning the janitor service showed 4 
diversity of schedules and practices 
Some seem to get along with no schedule 
other than the routine established by the 
janitor; others have very general ones 
while a few have decided that a detailed 
schedule is necessary, and the safest ip 
case of emergencies. One librarian send- 
ing such a schedule writes: ‘‘The list of 
duties for the janitor was made out one 
time after our janitor had been sick so 
that we might have it on hand in ease of 
another emergency.’’ Another says: “I 
prepare a rough schedule each time that 
we change janitors but find that I have 
to modify it from time to time depend. 
ing upon what I find to be his strong 
and weak points, and upon what work 
needs to be done outside of regular 
routine. I also find that if he shows 
any intelligence, he does better work if 
he is allowed considerable freedom in 
planning it himself.’’ 

From the full schedules, list of duties 
and statements of general practice sent, 
the sum total of duties and qualifications 
makes a comprehensive outline for any 
janitor. A satisfactory code for one li- 
brary would not necessarily satisfy an- 
other. It may be of interest however 
give the points covered by the combined 
schedules. 

Some state methods of appointment, 
salary, tenure of position, and personal 
traits required. By others it is definitely 
stated to whom the janitor is to be tr 
sponsible. Under duties, some list get 
eral and obvious ones; others give de 
tails, while still others have a di 
tion of these duties, those belonging 
the morning, those to the afternoon, and 
in the case of some, to the 
Where detailed duties are given, every- 
thing is included from the displaying of 
the flag on national and special oct 
sions to the cleaning of i 
trays and emptying waste paper 
kets. 
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In addition to regularity in cleaning 
all and parts of the building, washing 
of windows, taking care of the furnace, 
grounds and walks, one librarian and 
trustees have evidently felt the need of 
“programming’’ these duties. Some of 
these are copied below from the library’s 
“Rules Governing the Duties of the 
Janitor.”’ 

“He will have control of the heating 
apparatus, under the general direction 
of the library board and the librarian, 
and will be held responsible for keeping 
the rooms properly heated during the 
hours when the library is open, and 
when the club room is in use. Care of 
the heating apparatus includes keeping 
the radiator pans filled. 


“He will attend to the locking and 
unlocking of outside doors at the proper 
times. It will be his duty to see that the 
outside main entrance is unlocked as 
long as there is any employe or any club 
member in the building. 

“All rooms on the first floor, the hall, 
entrance, and stairway must be swept 
daily. All rooms on second floor must be 
swept weekly, or as often as the libra- 
rian deems it necessary. Sweeping must 
be done in the morning before the li- 
brary opens, except upstairs. 

“All tables, chairs, bookcases, radiator 
covers, and filing cases, as well as win- 
dow sills and mopboards, must be dusted 
daily. The glass tops of the charging 
desk and the table in the children’s room 
are to be wiped with a damp chamois 
daily. 

“The linoleum covering the floors of 
the first floor must be cleaned as often 
#s in the opinion of the librarian it is 
necessary. 

“All windows on the first floor must 
be cleaned weekly in winter, twice 
monthly in summer on the inside, and 
om the outside at least once a month 
when weather permits. Second floor 
windows must be cleaned monthly in- 
side, outside, spring and fall. 

“The panes in the doors of the en- 
trance and hall must be cleaned daily, 
and the doors themselves washed weekly, 
as often as the librarian thinks it 

“The janitor must keep the building 


in good condition at all times, and at- 
tend promptly to repairs. If unable to 
handle any repairs, he must report it 
to the librarian at once. 

**The building must be thoroughly 
cleaned at least once a year, the time to 
be chosen by the librarian. 

‘‘All inside walls of the first floor 
must be wiped with a cloth-covered 
brush once a month if soiled conditions 
demand it, and at least twice a year on 
second floor. 

** All walks must be kept clear of dirt, 
ice and snow. 

‘*The garbage can in the club room 
must be emptied the next day after each 
meeting has been held when refresh- 
ments have been served. All first floor 
waste paper baskets must be emptied 
daily, those on second floor weekly.’’ 

In addition to what may be considered 
regular janitorial duties, other offices 
seem frequently to be delegated to him. 
Among these are: police duty; errands, 
such as paying local bills, making need- 
ed purchases, collecting overdue books, 
attending to the mail. In one library he 
*‘puts newspapers on the rods.’’ In an- 
other library where there are two part- 
time janitors, one is assisted by his wife ; 
the latter takes care of the ‘‘library 
laundry,’’ towels, paste cloths and the 
like. One library, and the Library 
School require the janitor or housekeep- 
er to open windows to air out. On this 
same library’s list of duties one notes 
that he changes the date of wall calen- 
dar ; is ‘‘supposed’’ to dust shelves once 
a week. ‘‘If he has time in the morning 
he shelves all the books, if not he does it 
the first thing when he returns after 
lunch. He is expected to watch out and 
keep our truck clear, watch the temper- 
atures, lights in the entry and to raise 
shades when the sun does not shine into 
reading rooms.’’ 

In the matter of dusting books and 
shelves there is likewise a diversity of 
practices, as shown in the following 
statements : 

‘‘Dust books and shelves, doing 
enough each day to make the rounds 
every month.’’ 

‘‘Twice a year, spring and fall, dust 
all books in the library.”’ 
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‘*During the spring and summer when 
furnace does not need much or any care, 
all woodwork is washed, and books are 
gradually removed from shelves, thor- 
oughly dusted, and shelves washed. 
Thus, all books in the library are dusted 
thoroughly once a year.’’ 

One library reports the use of a 
vacuum cleaner which is used for the 
books by the cleaning woman after com- 
pleting regular duties during her 3 
hours of daily service, 6:15 to 9:15 a. m. 

Vacations are defined pretty clearly 
for some janitors, varying from two 
weeks to no regular vacation but a ‘“‘day 
or two for fishing and berrying,’’ and 
when a ‘‘delegate to a church meeting or 
lodge, which in all amounts to less than 
a week.’’ 


One hesitates to present anything like 
a schedule for others, and call it a 
standard or an ideal. So many factors 
must be taken into consideration that 
each library becomes a special case. It 
is possible to suggest the blocking out of 
such a schedule since it should follow 
definite lines. First, each library has a 
limited or extensive ‘‘plant,’’ and ae- 
cordingly duties may be few or many. 
With this in mind, a list of the duties 
should be made. After that the time 
of doing these, and their frequency will 
again have to be determined not only 
by the size of the library, but also by 
the factor of time, whether the janitor 
is a full time or part time worker. Quite 
as importént also is the understanding 
on the part of the janitor as to whom 
he is responsible as well as for what. 
Extracts from one code sent in read: 

‘*He will have general care of the 
library building (and grounds), and 
will perform such other duties as may 
be preseribed by the library board and 
the librarian. 


‘*Any willful neglect on the part of 
the janitor in carrying out the rules of 
the library board or of the librarian will 
be deemed sufficient cause for his dis- 
missal. 

‘*He must daily give the librarian an 
opportunity to speak to him about spe- 
cial duties he may be required to per- 
form.’’ 
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This article has been written mainly 
to discover practices, and with the 
that it will be but the beginning of 4 
general discussion, looking forward to q 
plan or seore card for janitor servies 
which libraries, whatever the size, the 
problems, or exceptions, may be able to 
adapt to their practical needs. 

(Ed. It is hoped that librarians will 
continue to think of this important 
phase of library administration, and will 
consider this article merely the begin. 
ning of the discussion of a subject whieh 
needs their best thought and combined 
ideas. ) 

—From Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin, July, 1932. 
The Annals of Iowa 

By David C. Mott, Editorial Assistant 

The Annals of Iowa, an eighty-page 
quarterly published by the Historical, 
Memorial and Art Department, De 
Moines, is devoted to Iowa history, and 
is sent free to public libraries in Towa. 
As the last General Assembly made the 
history of Iowa one of the subjects re- 
quired to be taught in common schools, 
and also as centennial celebrations are 
already being observed within the state, 
more and more attention is being given 
to Iowa history. Consequently libre 
rians will be more often asked for help 
along that line. 

The present series of the Annals has 
been published for nearly forty yeam 
A volume contains eight numbers, e0- 
ering two years. An index at the en 
of each volume includes authors, titles, 
and illustrations. General indexes have 
been issued covering the first eight vl 
umes, and the second ineluding volume 
IX to XVI inclusive. These general i 
dexes include not only all the prope 
names, but all subjects treated or ® 
ferred to. 

If a librarian needs a subject, indexel 
in a volume or number she does mi 
have in her library, she can secure the 
loan of it either from the Library Ca 
mission or from the Historical Depart 
ment. Most of the librarians of lowaat® 
using the Annals. 
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How Can Children’s Reading Be Made 
to Compete with Outside 
Activities ?* 
Elizabeth Foote, Children’s Librarian, 
Council Bluffs Public Library 

Today the library is getting a smaller 
amount of the time of tach child. The 
school day is being lengthened in some 
cities. Moving pictures, the family 
automobile, Boy and Girl Scout aetivi- 
ties, and Amos and Andy are competi- 
tions which have arisen. 

If we are to get less of each child’s 
time we must be sure that we are mak- 
ing the best use of it. If the child does 
less reading, we should see that he does 
better reading. Better reading means 
reading more definitely chosen for the 
particular child, it means more indi- 
vidual guidance. 

The habit of good reading is the joint 
product of the library, the school, and 
the home. The question to be answered 
is how far and by what methods can 
satisfactory book attitudes and reading 
habits be encouraged among children 
and their general reading tastes im- 
proved. The normal library child has 
individuality and reading preference 
and usually expresses his opinions quite 
freely. 

Books have essential values; they also 
have relative values. In personal work 
with individual children, the librarian 
considers first the child’s interest and 
from that she turns to her book collec- 
tion. 

When a boy has read nothing but wild 
west magazines he will not plunge into 
“Ivanhoe’’ at once with any zest. His 
line of least resistance to good literature 
must be found, and often it is, through 
Indian stories or stories of the sea or 
even cowboy stories that we are to begin 
his upward progress. 

However, the first book given a child 
should be the best book on the specific 
subject that he will read at the time. 
The seeond book should be not merely 
another on the same subject, but a fuller 
treatment or one which introduces new 
phases of the subject. The third book 
may be a transition to an allied subject, 


it may present familiar subject mat- 
Le 


*Read at the Harlan District Meeting, May 4, 1932. 
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ter from a comparative point of view. 
One should think of all books both infor- 
mational and literary in sequence, and 
keep in mind gradual advances in 
quality. 

Now comes a warning.- The time re- 
quired by a child to make reading ad- 
vances desired must be considered care- 
fully. Do not hurry him. A good plan 
is to leave the child alone with from 
three to five books and to allow him a 
leisurely and independent choice. 

A librarian has the opportunity to 
discover the native talents among chil- 
dren, through the fact that almost all 
visits to the library and all reuests are 
their own enterprises. She should be 
alert to recognize and encourage chil- 
dren’s hobbies of whatever kind as they 
are an important basis for guiding their 
reading. 

It is well to place attractive books 
casually before the indifferent child and 
to leave him alone with them. The same 
type child may also become interested 
in reading by being allowed to share 
occasionally in shelving books, reading 
shelves for order, or in placing seat- 
tered books in neat piles on the tables. 

In testing new books and old, judg- 
ment of the children who read them is 
often surprisingly enlightening. An 
older boy said recently in regard to 
Richard Halliburton’s ‘‘Royal Road to 
Romance,’’ ‘‘Oh, yes, it’s interesting. 
Of course, anyone can see he was a sap, 
but it’s interesting.’’ Personal work 
with individual children is greatly 
strengthened by those contacts in which 
children state their opinions frankly. 

Methods agreed upon by teachers, 
school librarians, and public librarians 
as suitable for stimulating children’s 
reading are story hours, book talks, read- 
ing clubs, use of posters and pictures, 
visits to places of interest, distribution 
of reading lists, and exhibits of books. 
Most effective perhaps of all methods 
used to stimulate interest in reading is 
story telling and a development of it is 
the acting out of stories by children 
themselves. 

In some libraries, amateur dramatics 
are definitely encouraged because they 
promote varied use of the library. In 
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one city many children are attracted 
to the library and to books by classes 
in art instruction sponsored by the li- 
brary. Book case construction in the 
manual training department of the 
school has been found to encourage both 
book owning and book reading. Exhibits 
are to direct children’s curiosity and 
their established and desultory interests 
toward instructive and_ entertaining 
books and thereby to increase their 
knowledge and love of reading. Exhibits 
may include curios, bird houses made 
by various schools, industrial exhibits 
which show how things are made, growth 
of plants, ete. 


Book Week is the: one time when all 
libraries make a special effort to intro- 
duce books to people. One library has 
found that by dividing the week into 
displays for special days such as Boy 
Seout Day, Girl Seout Day, Parents’ 
Day, Gift Book Day, and Little Chil- 
dren’s Day, that the whole community 
was more interested and personally ap- 

to. Your summer reading plan 
should be linked up with the theme of 
book week if possible. 


Various activities which touch the 
child in his daily life also stimulate 
reading. His attendance at the movies 
which show a film based on a book or 
related to a book frequently sends the 
child to the library. Many libraries 
cooperate with local exhibitors in giving 
publicity to any good film. Worth- 
while results have been accomplished in 
the teaching of music, current events, 
and story hour over the radio, and often 
requests come in for stories heard over 
the story radio hour. 


The library’s problem is to under- 
stand the young people of today and to 
anticipate their place in the national life 
of the next half century and as Miss 
Powers says in her recent book, the 
ultimate aim of a children’s librarian 
is to create and satisfy spiritual, intel- 
lectual, and recreational needs. 





Librarians as Authors 
An article by Charles H. Brown, li- 
brarian, Iowa State College, on ‘‘ Read- 
ing vs. Reviewing,’’ appeared in the 
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Publisher’s Weekly of August 13th and 
has been distributed in reprints. This 
refers to reading over the radio ag is 
done over WOI. 

“Sioux City, a Story of How It 
Grew,’’ by Rose O’Connor, was 
published and thay be secured from the 
Sioux City Public Library for 50 cents 

Grace Shellenberger, librarian of the 
Davenport Public Library, has written 
a two-act play, ‘‘The Stairs of the 
Years,’’ which was presented by a 
of Seott County 4-H girls at the 4H 
State Convention. 





A. L. A. Resolutions and Activities 

The editor has received such a list 
which she will be glad to forward to 
librarians and library boards wishing 
to ‘‘read up’’ on the important library 
questions of the day. The references 
are all to articles in the A. L. A. Bulletin 
and Proceedings and furnish another 
argument for becoming a member of 
the A. L. A. that these publications may 
be at hand for ready reference by b- 
brarian and library board. 


Appointment of Board Members in 
Commission Governed Cities 

The following letter was received in 
reply to an inquiry from the Seeretary 
of the Library Commission. This means 
that the terms of all library trustees be- 
gin July Ist. 

State of Towa 


Department of Justice 
Des Moines 


June 23, 1932. 





Miss Julia A. Robinson, 
Secretary, Library Commission, 
Historical Building. ° 
Dear Madam: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your le 
ter inquiring whether or not the limitation 
of the terms of library trustees in eities anf 
towns as prescribed in Section 5852 would 
apply to cities governed by and under the 
commission plan of government, = 

While there is nothing in the statute whi 
specifically so provides, we are of the opinion 
that the same rule as to terms and the oF 
mencement thereof, would apply. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Earl F. Wisdom, — 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Library News of the State 











eld—Florence Botts, who succeeds 
Mrs. Mary H. Hinkle as librarian, began her 
work on September Ist. Miss Botts has a 
BA. degree from the State University of 
Iowa and took the summer course at the 
university in 1932. 

Clear Lake—An addition was made to the 
Betty Jones Memorial Collection at the li- 
brary by her parents and friends. 

Clinton—Olivia Fulton, in charge of the 
children’s department of the publie library 
for the past two years, was married during 
July to B. M. Holmes of Montreal where they 
will reside. 

Corydon—Mrs. Lillian Rogers and Gilbert 
R. West have been appointed members of 
the library board to fill the vacancies caused 
by the removal from the city of Dr. W. L. 
White and Mrs. G. Jones. 

Council Bluffs—W. A. Byers has been ap- 
pointed by the mayor to suceeed the late 
John G. Wadsworth on the library board. 

Davenport—Ruth Blankenbuehler, for two 
years head of the extension department, has 
resigned to accept a position in a junior high 
school library in Madison, Wisconsin, on 
September Ist. Vira Morgan, an assistant in 
the department, was made acting head of the 
department. 

Charlotte Bryan, a former member of the 
staff who recently finished a year’s course at 
Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh, joined 
the staff the first of September. 

Ruth Petersen, junior assistant in the cat- 
ilogue department, resigned September Ist 
to attend college at Simpson. This position 
is not being filled. 

Decorah—Monnie Whalen has been ap- 
pointed to take the place on the library 
board of Mrs. Osear Helgerson who has re- 
moved from town. 

Des Moines—Library Commission—Lelia 8. 
Wilson, after a leave of absence of four 
months, has resumed her work as librarian 
of the Traveling Library. 

Lurene Stephenson Jaeger, with nine years’ 
wervice in the Library Commission office, will 
leave on October 15th. Dorothy Deyoe, who 
was employed in the Traveling Library dur- 
ig Miss Wilson’s absence, will become ree- 
ord clerk, 

Des Meines—Public Library—A portrait 
Plaque of Mr. Spaulding has been made in 
thy by Christian Petersen and will be cast 

& finished portrait in bronze. 


Greenfield—Mr. W. E. MeCreigh has been 
‘pointed to fill out the unexpired term of 
Harper. 


_Samburs—Dorothy Castleman, librarian 
the past two years, was married on 
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September 4th to Herman E. Solzman of 
Hamburg. Mrs. Solzman will continue her 
work as librarian. 


Iowa City—State University of Iowa—The 
libraries of the college of pharmacy and the 
chemistry and botany departments have been 
combined, giving these departments a library 
of 16,000 volumes besides current professional 
journals. 

The Memorial Union Library, maintained 
for browsing by students of the University, 
is to be enlarged both in the number of vol- 
umes and in space. The popularity of this 
library has made this enlargement necessary. 


Mason City—A specimen ‘‘ Neuropterous 
hellgrammite fly’’ was recently brought to 
the library by a country boy and was clas- 
sified by the staff and placed on exhibit in 
the library. This fly, one of the largest of 
insects, has a number of more common names. 


Marshalltown—Anne Bevan, formerly as 
sistant librarian, and Max Spicer of Red 
Oak were married on July 30th at noon, in 
the Little Brown Church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Spicer will make their home in Red Oak. 


Oelwein—A rental shelf has been installed 
at the library to make available a larger 
number of recent books than the appropri 
ation enables the library to purchase. 


Osceola—Nineteen of the town women 
have each purchased one of the newer books 
which will become the property of the library 
when all have been read. They are cireu- 
lated from the library from a special reserve 
shelf. 

Miss Baird writes that following the sug- 
gestion of the July Monthly List she displayed 
one Saturday a shelf full of the ‘‘Books You 
May Have Missed’’ with tie result that 
when the library closed that night few re- 
mained on the shelf. 


Shenandoah—Mrs. Ruth Jones, an assistant 
in the public library, took the summer work 
in connection with the Wisconsin Library 
School at Madison this year. Louise Fisher 
served as assistant during Mrs. Jones’ ab- 
sence, 


—After twelve years of service on 
the library board, during ten years of which 
he acted as secretary, W. J. Reeves has ten- 
dered his resignation. This has been ac 
cepted by the mayor and Mrs. Clyde Brown 
has been appointed to fill the unexpired term. 
J. J. Elierbroek has been elected secretary. 
The library board passed a resolution of 
appreciation of Mr. Reeves’ carefully kept 
books and strict attendance at board meet- 
ings. 

The city council has recently 
levied a tax for the support of the library 
and confirmed a board named by the mayor, 
consisting of Eula Woodlands, Mrs. F. A. 
Gore, Mrs. Hugh Jackson, Mrs. Henry 
Spittler, and Mrs. J. R. Ettleman. 

This library has been sponsored by the 
Women’s Club for several years. 
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Sioux City—Charlotta Hoskin, children’s 
fibrarian, has resigned to take effect October 
15th, to return to Hawaii where her parents 
reside, and where she will attend the Univer- 
sity of Hawaii. 

Cecil Benton was appointed children’s li- 
brarian. Miss Benton is a graduate of Morn- 
ingside College and the Library School of 
Columbia University. She was assistant in 
the adult department at the main library 
three years and high school librarian one 
year, also having done eight years of part 
time work in the children’s department while 
attending college. 

The following staff changes are announced: 
Janet Mercer, assistant in the adult depart- 
ment, resigned July Ist to be married. Lucile 
Vickers, of Sioux City, a graduate of Univer- 
sity of Dlinois Library School last June, hag 
been appointed to fill this position. 

The beautiful old Garretson home has been 
remodeled to serve as the Morningside 
Branch of the Public Library. The formal 
opening and dedication took place on August 
3rd at which the principal speaker was Mil- 
ton Perry Smith, Commissioner of Parks and 
Publie Works, who spoke for Mayor W. D. 
Hayes, who was unexpectedly called out of 
the city. 

This is the sixth new building in the chain 
of branches operated by the Sioux City Pub- 
lie Library. 

Waverly—The mayor has appointed Mrs, 
Fred Studier as a new member of the library 
board. 

West Branch—Rev. Erlander, new pastor 
of the Danish Lutheran Church, has been 
appointed to take the place of Rev. A. A. 
Christianson as a member of the library 
board, 


Benefits and Gifts 


A library benefit held during July vielded 
#47.50 for the purchase of new books by the 
Anamosa Public Library. 

At Battle Creek a program was given for 
the benefit of the publie library. 

The library board at Bedford has received 
a gift of $200.00 from the estate of the late 
Alex John for the purchase of books. 

The Silver Chain Club presented the Belle 
Plaine library association with $25.00 for the 
purchase of new books and a beautiful desk 
was given by the Portia Club. 

The P. E, O. Chapter has given 23 books, 
mostly juveniles, to the Bellevue library. 

The Cedar Falls Public Library has re- 
cently received several gifts of books from 
the libraries of the late Mrs. W. H. Hurd 
and her sister, Julia Curtis, Mrs. Julia Hurd 
MeEldowney’s library of children’s books, 
and from the library of the late Mrs. H. H. 
Clay. 

Dr. H. D. Brown has recently given 30 
books, Mr. and Mrs, William J. Moran 56 
books, and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Stockman 19 
books to the Elkader library. 
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lowa City—Through a donation 
Samuel Hayes, 200 books belonging to the 
library of the late Professor Samuel 
have been added to the law library 
University. * 

The Keota Culture Club recent] 
exhibit of antiques for the benelt Grae 
library. ; 

Lamoni—The library is to become th 
project of the As-you-like-it Club for the com. 
ing year under the supervision and advices 
of the library board. 

The French Memorial Library at 
has received 79 volumes from the library of 
the late Mrs. Jennie Chatterton, 

The West Union Business and Professions! 
Women’s Club at their last meeting voted 
$10.00 for the purchase of books for th 
library. 























Deaths 


Mrs. James Harper, « member of the 
brary board at Greenfield and sister of th 
late Mrs. Blanche Howard of Win died 
at her home on Sunday, July 24th, Ma 
Harper had been a member of the library 
board since the beginning of the library 
project in Greenfield and served as 
at the time of the dedication of the 

The library lost a valuable friend in th 
passing of Mrs. Harper. pe 

Mrs. Nat Raygor of Coon Rapids died Av 
gust 3rd after a lingering illness. Mm 
Raygor was a member of the library beard 
from the time of its organization until 
when the library became tax supported, 
living in the country she was not 
to serve. But she continued to work ¥ 
create interest and secure patrons for the 
library in her neighborhood. ” 

Helen L. Shaw, formerly of Anamosa, diel 
at Via Reggio, Italy, on August 18th. 7? 

Miss Shaw, as regent of the D, A. ‘at 






























ter of Anamosa, was largely ins 
raising the money for the erection of & 
brary building to house the books bode! 
chased with the $10,000 left by the will @ 
Walter S. Benson of Minnesota to the aif 
of Anamosa, provided a suitable building wat 
erected. 2 

Miss Shaw also served on the library board 
and gave much time to the selection of refer — 
ence books. She has resided im Italy for# 
number of years. a 

Bertha Wilson, who served the Des 
Publie Library for more than 45 
June 30th at the Iowa Methodist 
following an emergency operation. 
of the catalog department she had 
and catalogued every volume which pase 
through the library in almost half a cea® 
When she began there were be h 
and 5,000 volumes. Now there are 
200,000. 

Miss Wilson was the senior 
Des Moines Public Library staff. 
faithful, and unobtrusive in her 
was a charter member of the Des 
Library Club. 
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